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Ahead of the Assembly elec-
tion in Himachal Pradesh,

the pace of inaugurations and
laying of foundation stones of
developmental projects has
increased tremendously. 

Chief Minister Virbhadra
Singh on Monday inaugurat-
ed and laid foundation stone
of various developmental pro-
jects online through video
conferencing and by phone
from the State Secretariat
here.

He laid foundation stone of
multipurpose building of
Himachal Pradesh University
to cost �1.63 crore. The four-
storey building will house a
canteen, crèche-cum-day-care
center for the children of the
working women of the
University and guest house
for retired employees of the
University.

The Chief Minister laid
foundation stone of
Community Centre for Kohli
Community at Rajhana in
Shimla district.

He inaugurated a library,
gym and a park in Rampur in
district Shimla completed with
an outlay of �1.33 crore, �22
lakh Lift Irrigation Scheme
(LIS), Basti-Gunana in Gram
panchayat Ghech in Kohbag in
Shimla.

He inaugurated Lift Water
Supply Scheme (LWSS) for
Shaali Temple completed at a
cost of �89 lakh and LWSS
Thaila-Taloti-Khatnol com-
pleted with an outlay of �83
lakh in Shimla district. 

He also dedicated LWSS
Kiari Khad to Khaloa in
Gram Panchayat Anandpur
on which a sum of �42 lakh
have been spent.

He inaugurated additional
accommodation of

Government Senior Secondary
School (GSSS) Ogli completed
with the cost of �40.50 lakh,
additional accommodation of
Government High School
(GHS) Domehar on which
�40.50 lakh was spent.

Singh inaugurated and laid
foundation stones of around 37
developmental projects in
Chopal Constituency, particu-
larly in Nerwa Tehsil. 

He laid foundation stones
of  Fruit  and Vegetable

Terminal Subzi Mandi at
Antrawali in Tehsil Nerwa to
cost �22 crore and Vegetable
Collection Centre-cum-Sub
Marketing Yards at Pulwahal,
Kupvi  and Chopal  in 

Shimla district.  
He announced making

Police Post at Maraog in
Chopal operational and start-
ing of PG classes in govern-
ment College Nerwa.

The Chief Minister inau-
gurated few buildings and up-
gradation of schools in Chopal
Assembly Constituency. 

He also laid foundation
stone of �3.60 Crore bridge
over Jaboti –Seer Khad in
Jahoo in Hamirpur district.
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Adelegation of
Independent Poultr y

Association met Punjab
Finance Minister Manpreet
Singh Badal and handed over
a memorandum requesting
the State Government to save
the broiler farmers of Punjab.

It said that the broiler
farmers of Punjab needed to
be saved from what it called
“pseudo contract farming
companies”who were pro-
ducing broilers by contracting
with some of the farmers and
at the same time selling chicks
directly or through their fran-
chises to rest of the broiler
farmers producing their own
broilers independently.

They brought into his
notice that a company abus-
ing its very dominant position
in chick production is forcing
farmers to buy chicks from it
or its franchises at the rate of
�40 to �50 per chick. This is
almost thrice the cost of pro-
duction of a chick. 

At the same time, they are
selling their ready broiler
chicken, which they produce
using their own chicks at
contracted farms, at much
lower predatory prices in the
open market in direct com-
petition with ordinary poul-
try farmers producing broil-
er chicken independently by
purchasing broiler chicks
from them or their  
franchises.

At the same time, the
delegation said they are
exploiting farmers working
with them through contracts. 

“Not a single farmer
throughout Punjab possesses
a copy of contract with him.
Any loss due to adverse cli-
matic conditions, diseases or
natural calamities is forced
upon contracted farmers. No
quality parameters of any of
the inputs is guaranteed but
their compensation is direct-
ly linked with output perfor-
mance,” complained the del-
egation.

They said this all is lead-
ing broiler farmers of the
State to lose tens of lakhs of
rupees per day and is com-
pelling them to close their
farms due to r is ing 
unplayable debt.

Jagdeep Singh, Jagroop
Singh and Sukhraj Singh led
this  delegation of  the 
poultry farmers.
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With Congress vice presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi

endorsing his Chief Ministerial
candidature in the Assembly
polls, expected to be held in
December, Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Virbhadra
Singh on Monday claimed that
the move had put the opposi-
tion BJP on edge. 

Talking to mediapersons
here, an elated Singh said,
“Certainly, it has given a push
to the Congress ahead of the
Assembly polls. There has been
a massive public response after
Rahul Gandhi announced my
Chief Ministerial candidature.”
Throwing a challenge to his
main opposition, he added,
“BJP should also declare its
Chief Ministerial candidate.
Let the people know who is
going to be their leader. They
will vote on the basis of CM
(Chief Minister) face.” 

The Chief Minister also
said that winnability would be
the criterion during the allot-
ment of Congress tickets and
the party would not disturb any
sitting MLA unnecessarily.

Singh and his family are
accused of amassing wealth of
�6.1 crore which is allegedly
disproportionate to his known
sources of income between
2009 and 2011 when he was
the Union Steel Minister. The
Enforcement Directorate had
filed a money laundering case
against the Chief Minister, his
family members and others
after CBI action in this regard
in September 2015.

In his address in Bilaspur,
Himachal Pradesh, last week
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had charged the Chief
Minister on being “bail” and
had urged the people of the
State to oust the Government. 

But Singh, called Raja
saheb, remains the tallest leader
of the State and has been the
Chief Minister for a record six

times. 
Rahul Gandhi ended

months of speculation and
turmoil within the party on
Saturday when he said at a pub-
lic rally in Mandi that
Virbhadra Singh will “become
the Chief Minister for the sev-
enth time”.

“Virbhadra Singh ji has
done tremendous development
as six-time Chief Minister. He
will be the Chief Minister for the
seventh time. This will have the
full backing of the party,” he
said.

Asked which constituency
he will like to represent in the
next assembly, the Chief
Minister said he might contest
from any seat. Last month, he
said his son Vikramaditya
Singh will contest from Shimla
(Rural), the seat he represents
in the current Assembly.

The Chief Minister, who
was accompanied by State
Congress President Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu and a State party
in-charge Ranjeet Ranjan at an
event here, said: “The
Government is doing its job
and the party its own. We are
progressing on the same path.”
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